THE SOBER SIX

CHRISTMAS SEES THE RETURN OF THE KING'S SINGERS, THE MALE-VOICE
CHOIR THAT JUST KEEPS REINVENTING ITSELF. JOHN ALLISON LISTENS IN

THEY HAVE have prohahbly

performed mote carols aver

. thelr  35pear history than

there are Christenas lights twin-
kling on Oxford Strest Vet
with inexhauatible energy the
King's Singers are off on anoth-
er Christmas tour of the Unil-
e Siates, Jeaving andiences at
home with 4 new albom sim
ply entithed Christmas. Lisben
io it, ar cateh the King's Sing-
ers in & Radip 3 Christmas Day
broadaast of their moent con-
cert ot Grosvenar Chagel in
MayEair, and voo will hear that
they sound a5 fresh as ever,
Thigis a ¥ different piro-
gramume from thelr last Chiist-
mes album of a decade ago,
which [ettored souped-ap car-
pls with an occhestra under
Richard Hickox and na léss a
soprano than Kirl Te Kanawa.
The new programme reburns
tox their traditional sacred
roois with same of the beast
tacky Chrigfmas music you
will encounter all sesson. Its
soher tane will surprise thoss
who think of the King's Sing-
maun:r%muslcaj Pythons.
ne & graup’s special
achievemenis EI P
maintain their act Mthn:mr g;n—

©ing atale True, some serious

music lgwrers might sniff at the
idea of @ King's Singers con-
cert, but anyone who has achy-
.'l][}' Teeard the groupg rooendly
will find thelr style hard to oo
sist. [t's natural fo assumes thar
a group swch as thin might
hanve Fost thedr original idemtis
ty, yet the uniguely smooth
tlend of fuak soc male voioss —
in the slightly unusual canfigu-
ration af two counter-benors,
ane tenar, twa Dartones and
hass — remaing. uridicnamished,

Some other Britich mtical

ingtitutions of similar vin
must be loaking on cr.rui:nﬁ

The Swingny Sivtes were
gocd years fur classleal music
in Londan, wilth the emer-
gence af groups who were to
change way the wackl
theught shost  performance
style. Bub that aame charge
eveniually saw many of them
belng left behind or super-
seded
managed Lo hest the Bimg's
Singers at their owmn game,
Twa pre that ance
played a vital role In moubding
taste comoe to mind, The Acad-
emy af 58 M artin-in.Uhe-Fields
and the En Charriber
Orchestra challenged fha way
Mozart and his predecessory
were  being  played,  hut
althoigh they conbinue valinnt-
Iy, the honming tusiness of

pericd orchestras has pulled
the musical mg from wnder

their feet. Yet while there has
#lse beemn n bur ning af
small vorcal ensembles, mone of
these choirs can quite match
the Kings Singers ih M mix
of shoer muglcality and abiliby
o entertsin.

Cne ¢ ko the groupts
siscoess has heen Eheir stabilily.
Over the years, thefr hairstyics
harve alters] miore than their
personnel, and the King's Sing-
ers can boast of having had just
18 members over their loag ex-
Btence, All that hes changed it
the connection with King's Col-
Tege E'nm'hn'rlﬂr '|1'Ir!|l.IE|1 ]
happens now that one singer is
A fprmer Rimgsman, the Ik
was loogened -when the first
departare of & member - ten

while me ane has vet -

tronss Tounding — brasgh
group’s [oumding — £
the realisatswn that they could
rot continue mdefnilay us a
group  of college  friends,
Thum_.ﬂﬁ I."1=_|-I remiain  ralher
respectable fellows who just
hiplp:n to he as good ar sing-
ing silly songs 8 serkons O,
the only hackground they lemd
o have in comiman mow is the
sodil Ermimin all meceivixd
s Lulh.a'lr:]i:ﬂm?h

Owten  decoribed 2 “the
finest vocal enssmble in Lhe
workl”, they are atill in
temand everrwhere, from the
lollywopd Bow] o Windsor
Castle. Mot long ago thedr con-
cert ina Korenn oothall stedi-
um featurad & live TV Braad-
cast s palice etoort — ot o
mention the mli Satus
bestowed when the audisnaes
cigarelte fighters came out. To
borroer the title of the Malim
group  Owochestra  Baobah's
recent  hik a]l:n.l.rl:lI 1:11-::.' are
“Specialists in Al Styles™
famous for putting e fun
back imto early misse (hey
3Ng e ng from sacred
4 capells musie via folk amd
et works (o pop encores.

Ewcrything comes  wi
their trademark, slightly camp
hwmour, After all, in those
countries where they are big-
gest — the LS4, Germany,
Maly, the Metherlands — they
have te appear sy British as
pogsibke, Omly abowt ten of
their approximately 1060 con-
certd 3 year ke place at
home, buat then perhaps it i
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anly Britaln that kas tired af:
B‘I‘Jlﬂh hammoor. In America
‘ﬂ:aﬂme quaint card, and
ny they seem fo
!hm‘H‘ETI'FiHE wilh Murety Py-
thear — though there is o big
murket there for their sesious
church comgerts, a5 well -
The p's very palished,
and maybe sometimes a litte
top  knowing  presentation
shvle  includes  one  very
un-Eritish feature: talking to
the audience, Mot st Lhe on-
stage humour — soemcthing
thut they have developod or-
ganically, for off-gury these
chops woukl nat caim to be
fumay ot all — bun the pos-
comcert chals with audisnoss,
They mever give a concert
without greeting thele Tans in
the firer, and this kind of culli-
valion has certainly paid off
The Bing's Singers are almost
a5 much of 8 commerdal phe-
nomencm a5 2@ musical ong
théy reportedly are able to
earm fees undreami of by miost
choristery
They have alag created a
dutinguished body of waork,
having commissoned mone
Eham [} few piaces. The moll-
call of composers who have
wWHileA bor the Kin Einp:n
it impressive and  inchades
Berio, speti,  Pendoreckl,
Roremy and Maowell Divies
Lven on their new disc the ald
traditions of Chrisimas are not
allpwed fo-stifle L mew: biving
composers are well répresent-
ed, with highbghts Includmg
lhe |rvelsest naumiber hf’r.'h:: old
“haly minirealist® Afo Pa
that you are ever likely ko
hesr,
& The King's Sh are an
BBE Radio 3 an Chrisimas
Dy at B.15pm. Thatr new
afbum, Christmes, = on
Signum Regards SIGCDS02



