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Wordplay
16th century vocal music in instrumental perfromance

Musica AntiquaMusica Antiqua

Words were more important than music in the Italian 16th century
and song was therefore a higher art form than instrumental music.
Composers such as Cipriano da Rore who observed the natural

speech rhythms were afforded the highest accolades.

Wordplay presents a collection of highly decorated vocal music in purely
instrumental performance. In the two centuries that this repertoire covers the
borrowing and reworking of the music of earlier composers was regarded as
creative, original and even as an act of respect or homage.

The disc is structured around instrumental divisions on five famous songs of
16th century and one bass-dance tenor. These divisions are for recorder, for
bass viol or for lute. In total 17 different instruments are used including three
types of recorder, three types of lute, seven sizes of viol, and a chamber
organ.

Wordplay is one of the first recordings made in York's newly opened National
Centre for Early Music in the church of St Margaret, Walmgate.   

Musica Antiqua is one of England's most celebrated early music
ensembles and they have triumphed here with their third disc for
Signum Records!

La Spagna
1 anon [0:29]
2 Ebreu [1:09]
3 Capirola [2:36]
4 Ortiz [2:49]
Ancor che col partire
5 Bassano [3:05]
6 dalla Casa [2:56]
7 Bovicelli [3:50]
8 R. Rogniono [4:28]
Cantai or piango
9 Willaert [6:03]
10 Ganassi/Thorby [8:06]
Susanne ung jour
11 Lupi [2:33]
12 Bassano [3:54]
13 F. Rognoni [4:30]
14 dalla Casa [4:38]
Petit Jacquet
15 Terzi [4:19]
Vestiva i colli
16 dalla Casa [6:10]
17 Bassani [4:33]
18 Selma [3:12]

Total running time: [70:14]
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"... played dextrously by Philip Thorby ... played wonderfully
expressively by Alison Crum ... in Jacob Heringman’s athletic
rendering" 

Gary Higginson, Ludwig Van Web

"Word Play is the disc to buy...an outstanding recording." 

Early Music Review October 2002

Read what reviewers said about Musica Antiqua’s previous discs:

"the instrumental pieces are beautiful and are played excellently"

Kirk McElhearn, Seen and Heard

"there are many imaginative touches, and interpretative subtlety in
abundance"

Fabrice Fitch, Early Music


